Brookvale Community Association (BCA), Basingstoke. 
                         RBS/MBM/BCA/DSC/09

Development Sub-Committee (DSC)

21Feb08/29Mar08


Minutes of Sub Committee Meeting Nr 9
Held on the 21st February 2008 at 19.30 hrs Brookvale Village Hall, Lower Brook Street, RG21 7SD
Agenda: 


Previously prepared and issued by email 19Feb08 as follows:

1. Present & Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes / Notes of Last Meeting  Nr 8  27th November 08
3. Subcommittee  Members

4. B&DBC Liaison 

5. Victory Hill Liaison

6. Reports:

6. 1 Disabled Access Forum
6. 2 Town Centre Vision:

6. 3 Central Government Consultations 
7. New  Planning  Applications
8. Existing Applications

9. Post Office Closures 
10. Planning List Monitoring  

11. New Consultations: 

LDF presentation by Cllr Horace Mitchell:

21st Feb: Borough Wide Workshop Presentation to BCA DSC


29th Mar: Brookvale Specific Issues and how to take forward
12. Community Involvement Effectiveness:
13. AOB

14. DONM : Tuesday 15th April 2008
1. Present:
Malcolm MacInnes 

(Sub-committee Chair and main committee member)
Ted Blackmore-Squires 
(Sub-committee secretary)


Cllr Horace Mitchell

(B&DBC Cabinet Portfolio Holder





 for Planning and Transportation)

Cllr. John Shaw

(Brookvale Representative)
Cllr. Martin Beirmann

(Independent Representative)
Chris Hall 
(BDS, main committee member + DAF)
Peter Marshall


(BDS)

Ian Henshaw


(BDS)
Jane Griggs


(BDS)
Cathy Williams

(Brookvale resident and main committee member)

Chris Bailey


(Flaxfield resident)
Apologies:
Were received from; Cllr. Doris Jones (Local B&DBC councillors), Simon Byrne. Michael Hutton and Ramesh Katroju.

2. Minutes of Last Meeting 27th Nov 2007
The minutes of the BCA Development Subcommittee (DSC) of meeting Nr 8 held on 27Nov07.  The Chairman signed and dated a copy of the minutes as a true record and placed them in the BCA filing cabinet.  Matters arising to be dealt with per Agenda.
 

3. Subcommittee  Members: More needed for general and expert tasks 

Action: All
4. 
B&DBC Liaison:
4.1
Cllr Shaw’s report noted. 
4.2
Still waiting for B&DBC Planning Dept. to announce policy ref. ongoing liaison at CWW 
4.3
Horace Mitchell (B&DBC Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Planning and Transportation) kindly set up a projector as part of the Workshop for Organisations and talked us through the slideset and the issues that we could consider and discuss.
The Borough documentation set:

* A5 Leaflet: What sort of place will they grow up in?

* A4 Colour bound booklet of 66 pages, 44 issues

* A4 Core Strategy Consultation Issues and Options Response Form
There was an initial response that the Borough Stand in Festival Place should not be tucked away towards the cinema but at the prominent M&S/SportsCentre end.  Also, that there must not be market based solutions in this consultation.  Concern was expressed about the amount of detail in this consultation and whether our comments would actually be taken onboard.  We were advised that respondees could track their comments and ensure incorporation.  We felt that Borough issues caused local issues and thus HM kindly offered to return to discuss our local issues at a subsequent meeting.
HM provided a post meeting email questionnaire that more effectively summed up the questions which was mailed out to our Committee.

4.4
PMN: Return Meeting with HM 29th Mar:
We discussed the way specific BCA DSC issues could be addressed at multiple levels. 
The BCA DSC stated that they were sorely sick of using attrition to get things done 
(7 years on Victory Roundabout). It was very wearing upon ratepayers and residents in their rest and relaxation time to be constantly ignored and confounded by bureaucracy when legal considerations seem to be the only way remaining to obtain a response. 
At County level there is the Hampshire Action Team (HAT) which was a forum for local issues to be given higher priority and HM offered to help us with HAT liaison.  Also, both County Cllr Jo Kelly and County Cllr Stephen Reid were contacted after the meeting and asked to progress the roads and paths issues in Brookvale. 

At Borough level there is no equivalent to HAT.  In the short term we would have to rely upon our local councillors who have to vie for attention along with 59 other members.  The parishes had more influence as they have the resources through the rates to employ a clerk to pursue parish issues and get to know the officers on a more personal basis.  This “who you know” process excludes the vast majority of rate payers from getting their issues prioritised. The BCA DSC  asked for Brookvale to have an advocate appointed at officer level so that this central area of Basingstoke could have the same direct contact that parishes enjoy.  HM doubted that this would happen as a precedent would be set!  However HM did agree to raise this point at the next opportunity.  For the long term there was mention of establishing “Neighbourhood Plans” with ward residents but this route would not be available for some years yet.
The DSC resolved to follow up the points made at this useful 2 hour discussion. Action: All
5.
Victory Hill Liaison:
As Prev. Min. Ramesh to advise if anyone in VH is still concerned.











       Action: RK
6. Reports: 
6.1 CWW:
Access and Permeability and building on Water Catchment area were noted by the planners and the developer had written assurances in the application.  Notice Letter to be sent to the water company.










       Action: TBS
Safe access permeability issues had been ignored by the planners, meeting with Cabinet Portfolio Holder to be contacted for meeting (Cllr Harry Robinson).



       Action: MM
Consideration to be given to using the BCA website for tracking issues but this would be very complex to manage so the idea has been parked.




       Action: Note
DAF to obtain a copy of the latest CWW drawing for DSC to comment (repeat).

       










        Action: CH
Online petitions in progress. 

      



        
        Action: MM
Planning Approval Conditions enforcement ongoing (All per previous list)         Action: ALL
 

6.2  Lower Church Street: Noted that the chevrons had been removed and replaced with bollards also that both bridges over Churchill Way (Anvil) and the Timberlake Road subway are to be closed at the same time for repairs. CH requires feedback for the DAF

        Action: ALL
 

6.3 Town Centre Vision: 
Only shows routes North to South without East to West routes see:
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planning/regeneration
Andrew Potter advised that B&DBC are seeking to safeguard remaining routes to assist permeability across the town.  Note the watery content of this statement.  Request clarification of the planning policy, search for previous letters referring, Jane Griggs may be able to help. Thanks to Cllr Andrew McCormick for contribution, his frustration at Popley North development was understood, perhaps he could help with practical ways forward to avoid known obstacles placed in our way by B&DBC and Officer decisions.
Resolved to contact Stephen Reid for help to get changes at County level (HAT to action)
       










     Action: TBS
 

7. New Applications: The Old Queens Road Post Office is the subject of a retrospective change of use application.  To be followed up.






       Action: IH
 

8.  Existing Applications:
8.1 Old Allotments site CWW.  Continuing problems due to lack of liaison as expected. Monitoring to continue.






 


        Action: All
8.2 DSC requested that the B&DBC undertake a thorough review of the planning conditions and the eventual compliance therewith, no response to date.




        Action: TBS
8.3 Brook House: 


Refused 10/8 BDB/65983 - Rebuild as 82 flats. DSC disappointed as the proposal was inspiring and a fine statement building far better than the tin shed proposed in the CWW scheme focal point building.  Basingstoke needs something to denote that it has embraced the 21st century on the West side of the town centre.  Bewley homes are to appeal
      Action : Note
                    
Resubmitted 25/9 BDB/66939 - Conversion to 24 Flats, The DSC cannot believe that our council is seriously considering the retention of the old brook House 60’s monstrosity with no energy saving features.  What a sad uninspiring message to all, another clear icon for “Boringstoke”.








 
       Action : Note
8.4 Tuppence A Bite: Cllr John Shaw confirmed compliance checks in place.    Action: Note
8.5 Timberlake Road Subway: Prev Min: 10g. £230k wasted money on the poorly thought out scheme.  Noted that work has now ongoing access and signage during works was identified as poor and no route map to inform of closure had been provided.  Displeasure was expressed at the failure to inform, the lack of liaison, the choice of a route used for the pedestrian diversion and the lack of lighting which placed people, including the vulnerable, at risk by forcing people into dangerous situations having to cross Timberlake Road.  Follow up response from the council requested.
   









Action: Cllr Jo Kelly
8.6 Flaxfield Road: Registered 26/10 BDB/67228 - 4 flats on the old Chapel/M&M Flower Shop site.  We can expect further problems of parking and bin storage. 


       Action: IH
8.7 Crown Heights Access Issues (Relocated Brookvale Residents' Doctor's Surgery).
Steps between Crown Heights and rear of Sainsbury’s to CWE have been repaired.

        









         Thanks: Cllr Shaw
8.8  CWE Bridge to town centre / access to Alencon Link: An inspection with the Officers concluded that the bridge must remain open at all times, doubt was expressed for the other routes to remain open, we will ensure they remain open.




Action: CH
8.8 Retrospective Conservation Area Planning applications: An update on the progress of this is outstanding. 









Action: IH
 

9. Post Office Closures: We are powerless to act. Fedback to B&DBC PO SIP that mobile vehicle required









Action: Noted
 

10.  Planning List Monitoring. This is a massive task and is ongoing.

Action: IH/All
 

11. New Consultations: Central Government Leglislative changes:

      Sustainable Communities Act and Planning Bill Acts awaiting review

Action: ALL
 

12. Community Involvement Effectiveness:

It is considered that this process has little real effect and is designed to be over complex.  Thus local enthusiasm is quickly stifled by bureaucracy. 




Action: Noted 
 

13. AOB: The Brookvale website to be updated with the DSC reports. As previous minutes.











Action: MM/IH
14. DONM: The BCA/DSC will next meet on Tuesday 15th April 2008
Distribution:




All present by email.




BCA website




BCA wider group, Ward and County Councillors
Malcolm MacInnes




Ted Blackmore-Squires
Chair to the Subcommittee 



Secretary to the Sub-committee

83, 83, Flaxfield Road




13, Tintagel Close




Basingstoke





Basingstoke

RG21 8SE





RG23 8JE 
01256 364498





01256 324313
Minutes approved by 

Signature…………………………………..
Date……………….





Print name…………………………………
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