Brookvale Community Association (BCA), 
                         CW/MBM/BCA/DSC/13

Development Sub-Committee (DSC)



   25Nov08


Minutes of Sub Committee Meeting Nr 13
Held on the 25th November 08 at 19.30 hrs Brookvale Village Hall, Lower Brook Street, RG21 7SD

Agenda: 


1. Present & Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of Last Meeting Nr 12, 7th August 2008 
3. Matters arising.
4. Subcommittee Membership
5. B&DBC Liaison to meet their Mgt Cttee
6. Victory Hill Liaison
7. Current developments:

CWW  

* Response for top ten points for DWH liaison 

* DWH liaison to progress works in progress 

* Response for raising an injunction to hold the CWW Footway/Cycleway open 
8. Reports: 



8.1 Disability Access Forum; Monitoring and preserving all accesses.

8.2 Town Centre Vision; 

8.3 Central Govt Consultations
9. New Planning Applications: 
10. Existing Applications: Taking on more developments
11. New Consultations Thorneycroft, West Ham site, BCOT, Chute House
12. Planning List Monitoring Volunteer to track all issues and responses on a database
13. Community Involvement: 
14. AOB
15. DONM
1.1 Present:
Malcolm MacInnes 

(Sub-Cttee Chair and Mgt Cttee Member)

Cllr. John Shaw 

(Local B&DBC Cllrs) 


Chris Hall 
(BDS Cttee, Mgt Cttee, DAF Member, Resident)

Cathy Williams

(BCA main committee member and resident)

R. E. (Ted) Blackmore-Squires (DSC secretary) 

1.2 Apologies: Cllr. Doris Jones.
2. Minutes of Last Meeting Nr 12, 7th August 2008 
2.1
The minutes of the 7th August 2008 meeting Nr.12 were agreed, signed and dated as a true 
record and placed in the BCA filing cabinet.

3. Matters arising to be dealt within the agenda, unresolved items being repeated in these 
minutes.










All to note.
4. Subcommittee Membership.

4.1  
To be included in the circulation were Cllr West (Tadley), Rebecca (vhmc), George (vhmc) , Caroline Rope(ph. 350355) had also indicated her wish to join.

 Action TBS
4.2
It may be wiser to join up with other groups to protect the area from unsustainable development and preserve open space, we should consider this.

Action All

5. B&DBC Liaison 
5.1 
There had been no response to the DSC request to meet the B&DBC Mgt Cttee. We seek a 
community champion at the Council. Horace Mitchell argued that this is the role of the 
elected Councillors but this leaves us with just our 2 fighting for devolved budgets with the 
other 58 councillors.







 Action CW
5.2 
The DSC consider that the points made in respect of CWW (For example) were not properly considered nor acted upon, not all the facts were acted upon (DSC assess that a 16% satisfaction level was achieved). The DSC has started a complaint and is working through the various procedures also involving the local ombudsman (any expertise available for a judicial review?) thus may take years to resolve.  Council liaison seems ineffective resulting in zero trust with the Officer’s lack of care and concern for local residents which needs to be addressed.








Action MM
5.3 
MM has been in contact with the Communities Dept. at the Council; he tried to get a commitment about the Empowering Communities White Paper.  The Council is looking into the issues with no budget or target, the results of this study being subject to Portfolio Holder review – More obfuscation until at least 2010!  The Council seem to be continuing along paths of systemic communication failure and not “doing the peoples will”. If councils are only merely absorbed in tweaking commercially driven development with no real care for the long term, there is a big gap to be bridged with the Community.  Another forum CDSE can offer us “Forging New Relationships” facilitation between Communities and Councils.  Clearly, we at BCA / DSC need to escalate the issues (see mtg 10), again reaffirming that we are not a talking shop.







Action MM
5.4 
SHLAA the assessment was received with comments.  This was very controversial, as Council elected members do not want development within their rural areas, thus preferring the Town development option, irrespective of infrastructure constraints and the lack of effective integration of modernisation.  Cllr Shaw was asked to advise the timing of and access to the next SHLAA processes.  How and when do we follow up our suggestions? What will happen to the suggestions and the reasoning for the decisions made?
Action JS
5.5
Open Space: Designation of land, previously designated open space and 106 land now appears in the SHLAA? There are some designations in the town area plan (allotments , playing fields) that have legal protection by statute – how can these be included?


Victory Green: Designate“Village Green”, KGV: Designate “Town Green”. 

Is HCC involved?  Cllr Jo Kelly to be enagaged.



Action JS
5.6
Nature Park Proposal, now West Ham? – Again we should get local people involved to bring ideas together, what would people like to see? Oxford Brookes put a seminar together for Manydown, perhaps the Council might try this method of public engagement, see http://ipc.brookes.ac.uk/seminars/default.htm 



Action JS
5.7 
The Sustainable Communities Act (SCA) has yet to be implemented by B&DBC, we are progressing this issue with the leader of the council.



Action TBS
5.8
Six priorities for Brookvale were established, we requested that these be added to the Council Strategic Policy Aims.






Action JS
5.9
Our Conservation Area needs improvement and could be extended. This will have to more effectively involve the residents. 





All Note
5.10 
Portsmouth and Southampton Unitaries ran an “Every Voice Counts” survey via CDSE.

Our Council to be asked to reprocate this in Basingstoke.


Action JS
5.11
The Town Centre Malls are to be refurbished, consultation in progress. 
All to note
6. Victory Hill Liaison.
6.1 
Despite some residents from Victory Hill (VH) requesting that a forum be set up to address the VH residents concerns little has been forthcoming from them. There is a serious lack of DDA compliance at VH. The VH management should anticipate the needs of disabled people. There could be some commitment from the affordable home block (at the far west).  George and Rebecca to be approached to make contact with and invite residents to come to our DSC and forward residents’ email addresses to MM and TBS.
Action MC / ME

7. Current developments:

7.1 
CWW  Response for top ten points for DWH liaison to progress works in progress, cycle- way issues to be monitored.  Path to / from CWW / VH WW end and now to Eli Lilly, still not addressed by the Council.  The approach to HCC received the response that HCC can do little as the land is privately owned with B&DBC.  Site visits ongoing.
Action: MM
7.2 
120-122 Worting Road:  JS reported that the proposals had come to the Devpt Control Officers.  A long update sheet had been produced with many Officer conditions.  Noted hatched area public vehicular right of way. The proposal had been approved subject to amending conditions. The HCC Rights Of Way Officer to be made aware. Action: MM
7.3 
Brook House a scheme for 32 units using the existing structure has been approved, developer has 3 years in which to start. A further more ambitious proposal is now before the council.











Action: None
7.4
Lemon Land redevelopment of Eli Lilly site:  JS reported that negotiations were ongoing, currently there was a lack of planning for people on foot.  BCA  to comment on planning application once issued, due out soon.




All to note
7.5 
The town centre vision site with proposed 140 old person flats scheme had been refused planning permission. 







All to note.


8. Reports: 

8.1 
The BCOT site on Worting Road is unlikely to be developed for many years. All to note.
8.2.1 
DAF was requested to issue specific issues only to B&DBC.

Action: CH
8.2.2 
Crown Heights Bridge access and the threat of closure was still an on-going issue, the 
residents have a high profile lawyer on their side, to be monitored.

Action: CH
8.2.2 
Cranbourne Lane: The footpath runs through the school, the school governors wish to close 
and redirect the path due to continued vandalism at the school. From a DDA viewpoint the 
existing direct route is preferred, Cllr Ron Hussey is progressing .

Action: CH
8.2.3 
The Disability Forum again requested written notices and objections in order to take the complaints forward; nothing can be done with verbal complaints.

To be noted
8.2.4 
The HCC were continuing to correct old and install new dropped kerbs – ongoing 
monitoring 
by the Disability Forum.






To be noted
8.2.5 
Our Village Hall has one dropped kerb into the car park, but none at the east, should an 
emergency require evacuation via the east ramp. BCA Mgt Ctte to consider. Action: CH
8.2.6
College Rd underpass was in a sorry state, a burnt out motor bike, half a tree, diversion sign 
blocking, CH to email JS. 






Action CH/JS
8.3 
Town Centre Vision: The Malls are to be redeveloped the disabled / care facility is to be 
upgraded. A plan to change the library into a “Discovery Centre” such as in Winchester is on 
hold due to recession and finance. 





Noted
8.4 
Central Govt Consultations: The “Empowering Communities” initiative is due to be 

launched, DSC to obtain a copy of the SCA 




Action: MM.
8.5
The sign at NE corner of  KGV playing field had not been hijacked for advertising by a 
commercial company, it was merely fly posting.



All to note

9.  
New Planning Applications: no significant ones reported.


All to note

10. 
Existing Applications: 46-49  Essex Rd   Anne Grey (DAF) contacted.  
Withdrawn











All to note
11. 
New Consultations: 191 May Street was up for sale. West Ham site, Chute House (keep a 
watch on this one), 44 Alexandra Road, 219 Lower Brook Street (no objections received). 
West Ham site JS proposed a workshop for this development.

All to note
12. Planning List Monitoring Volunteer required to track all issues and responses on a database. There are still no residents prepared to do this task.  Mark Fitchett in contact.
Action CW

13. Community Involvement: 
13.1
As above the effort to get residents more involved must not diminish; suggestions were made 
for regular public meetings to better inform the residents and to encourage participation. We 
have to ensure that we are heard more effectively, check if Rebecca can suggest something. 










Action: MM
13.2 
Neighbourhood plan: The council are considering inviting these from the town areas (similar to the village and parish plans already in use outside the urban area). The council will start in areas where there is already a community spirit. Agreed that we commence by inviting residents to participate by way of a survey in the BCA Blurb. 

Action: MM
13.3 
Conservation area (West Brookvale and Worting Road). Agreed that any search for opinions within the Conservation Area as to its continuance, control or the imposition of sanctions for offenders would lead to conflict within the community as the issues are subjective. The older area of Brookvale had available special funding and specific grants could be given to preserve the character of the area, item to appear in a future Blurb. Agreed that specific objectionable developments would still be dealt with case by case.

All to note
13.4
The SCA may provide some additional protection to residents and rate payers from unscrupulous developers. 




Action: TBS
14. 
AOB:
14.1 
The BCA website updating issues were not moving forward fast enough. Action MM
14.2
Audit commission may help control some of the failings of the council listed above. MM
14.3
A place survey is underway by the council the results will be published in March 2009. Note
14.4
Can we do snap audits, re loss of scrutiny committees, how can we limit the bad behaviour of 
the officers. Spreadsheet to be emailed to Councillors.


Action: MM
15. DONM: The BCA/DSC next meeting will be on Tuesday 17th March 2008 7.30pm
Distribution:


All present by email and post, BCA website, BCA wider group, Ward and County Councillors

Ted Blackmore-Squires.



Malcolm MacInnes

Secretary to the sub-committee.


Chair to the subcommittee

13, Tintagel Close 




83, Flaxfield Road

Basingstoke





Basingstoke

RG23 8JE





RG21 8SE

01256 324313





01256 364498

Minutes approved by 

Signature…………………………………..
Date……………….





Print name…………………………………
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