Brookvale Community Association (BCA), 
                         RBS/MBM/BCA/DSC/10

Development Sub-Committee (DSC)



   15Apr08


Minutes of Sub Committee Meeting Nr 10
Held on the 15th April 2008 at 19.30 hrs Brookvale Village Hall, Lower Brook Street, RG21 7SD
Agenda: 


Previously prepared and issued by email 19Feb08 as follows:

1. Present & Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes / Notes of Last Meeting  Nr 8  27th November 08
3. Subcommittee  Members

4. B&DBC Liaison 

5. Victory Hill Liaison

6. Reports
7. New  Planning  Applications
8. Existing Applications

9. Post Office Closures 
10. Planning List Monitoring  

11. New Consultations
12. Community Involvement Effectiveness
13. AOB

14. DONM : Tuesday 17th June 2008
1. Present:
Malcolm MacInnes 

(Sub-committee Chair and main committee member)
Ted Blackmore-Squires 
(Sub-committee secretary)


Chris Bailey


(Flaxfield resident)

Jan Broadbent


(BDS)
Chris Hall 
(BDS, main committee member + DAF)
Cathy Williams

(Brookvale resident and main committee member)

Apologies:
Were received from; Cllr. Doris Jones and Cllr. John Shaw (Local B&DBC cllrs).

2. Minutes of Last Meetings 21st Feb and 29th Mar 2008
The minutes of the BCA Development Subcommittee (DSC) of meeting Nr 9 held on 21Feb08. were corrected by recording that: Maurice Cookson was present,. Chris Bailey is a Brookvale resident and a member of BDS, Ian Henshaw was not present. Ian Henshaw, Mike Hutton, Jan Broadbent had sent their apologies and the Community Safety officers tel. nr. as 07872827346. The Chairman signed and dated a copy of the minutes as a true record and placed them in the BCA filing cabinet. Matters arising to be dealt with per Agenda.
 

3. Subcommittee  Members: The chair repeated the call for more members to undertake general and expert tasks, the difficulty of little community involvement from flat dwellers was again stated. The housing association block (Westernmost) at Victory Hill might produce people more inclined to help. We would attempt to get two more sub-committee members.


It was agreed to promote the BCA and all its work by handing out invitations to attend the AGM together with mini blurbs and the blurbs on election day 1st May08, a rota was organised to cover the whole day. The same documents would be issued at the coffee morning on 10th May08.
4. 
B&DBC Liaison: This had lapsed, both councillors to be invited to select a date convenient to them for the next mtg. 7th or 14th July08, and 6th or 13th Oct08.


Action: TBS
4.1
Cllr Shaw’s report nothing received. 





Note.
4.2
Still waiting for B&DBC Planning Dept. to announce policy ref. ongoing liaison at CWW 
4.3
The return meeting with Horace Mitchell held on  29th Mar08 was useful and it is hoped that the points made find their way into the LDF. It was noted that the B&DBC website for the LDF consultation was not user friendly, bordering on useless.



Note.
4.4 
Liaison with the HCC was via the HAT both county councillors were aware of our county issues, to be progressed with urgency and pressure put on HAT for a response.
Action TBS
5.
Victory Hill Liaison:
As Prev. Min. Ramesh to advise if anyone in VH is still concerned, we have made direct contact with the resident’s liaison office based in Victory Hill, see also 3 above. The steps had been closed but were now open again after the 11Kv. electricity cables were re-routed, the ground had been reseeded but the fencing was dilapidated and the stubs of two electric poles with cables and barbed wire remained to be removed.
Ref email to cllrs 11Apr08 11.25 ref EC /08/111 James Marsh
       







Action: CH
6. Reports: 
6.1 120-122 Worting Road Eatons Workshop:  It was noted that the proposal was currently a Developer led consultation, no application for planning permission had yet been lodged with the B&DBC. 
Papers were expected next month and would be distributed for comment by all. 

 Note.
6.2 CWW:
Access and Permeability and building on Water Catchment area were noted by the planners and the developer had written assurances in the application.  Concerns repeated for the contamination of the area, notice letter to be sent to the water company.




       Action: TBS
Safe access permeability issues had been ignored by the planners, we escalate this and will seek the Communities Cabinet Portfolio Holder Cllr Harry Robinson for assurances on detail matters.

     









Action: TBS/MM
The cycleway signs had been destroyed and discarded by the contractor. HCC aware. Action: MM
DAF to obtain a copy of the latest CWW drawing for DSC to comment (repeat).
The DAF to be used as a closer contact with the council.





        Action: CH
CWW Planning Approval Conditions enforcement ongoing (All per previous list)         Action: ALL

Online petitions completed. 

      




        
        Action: MM
Consideration to be given to using the BCA website for tracking issues but this would be very complex to manage so the idea has been parked (repeat).



       
Note

Mr. Tony Curtis (Director Of Development) and the local press to be invited to attend a liaison meeting.

        







        Action: MM

The LSP should be involved to produce a Town Wide Planning Vision Statement.
        Action: MM
 
6.3 Crown Heights bridge will now go to cabinet. The bridge will remain open, other options will be considered , the Riverdean/Alencon Link underpass may be closed!

        Action: CH
6.4 Reading road roundabout and Popley Way lights are deemed a success by the county, we can expect more of the same. We have no idea how this success is measured, perhaps M. Biermann has some information.








        Action: TBS
6.5 Cranbourne school has asked that Cranbourne Lane be closed, to be checked with M. Biermann.










        Action: CH
6.6 Town Centre Vision: 
Only shows routes North to South without East to West routes see:
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planning/regeneration
Andrew Potter advised that B&DBC are seeking to safeguard remaining routes to assist permeability across the town.  Note the watery content of this statement.  Request clarification of the planning policy, search for previous letters referring, Jane Griggs may be able to help. Thanks to Cllr Andrew McCormick for contribution, his frustration at Popley North development was understood, perhaps he could help with practical ways forward to avoid known obstacles placed in our way by B&DBC and Officer decisions.
Resolved to contact Stephen Reid for help to get changes at County level (HAT to action)
  
We must demand consultation on New Road flats now proposed on the car parks.
      Action: MM
6.7 It was noted that there are not enough taxis which are DDA compliant, all buses should be wheel chair accessible.









Note.

6.8 Central Government consultations to be followed up.



      Action PM
 

7. New Applications: 
7.1 
The Old Queens Road Post Office is the subject of a retrospective change of use application.  
to be followed up.





     

  Action: IH
7.2 
Worting Road see 6.1

7.3
68041 IH action







   Action: IH
7.4
68005 Highfield Chase rear extension no problem.




Note.
7.5
67914 A&E 
site application for 4 homes being progressed by John Banks.
Note.
7.6
11 other applications to be checked.





Action: IH
7.7 
Land survey at Manydown, waste of ratepayers money.


Action TBS

7.7
Worting – rerouting of the B3400, to be watched.



Action TBS
8.  Existing Applications:
8.1 Old Allotments site CWW. Continuing problems due to lack of liaison as expected. Monitoring to continue.






 


        Action: All
8.2 DSC requested that the B&DBC undertake a thorough review of the planning conditions and the eventual compliance therewith, no response to date.




        Action: TBS
8.3 Brook House: 



Refused 10/8 BDB/65983 - Rebuild as 82 flats. DSC disappointed as the proposal was inspiring and a fine statement building far better than the tin shed proposed in the CWW scheme focal point building. Basingstoke needs something to denote that it has embraced the 21st century on the West side of the town centre. Bewley homes are to appeal
      

Action : Note
                    
Resubmitted 25/9 BDB/66939 - Conversion to 24 Flats, The DSC cannot believe that our council is seriously considering the retention of the old brook House 60’s monstrosity with no energy saving features. What a sad uninspiring message to all, another clear icon for “Boringstoke”.







       Action : Note

8.4 Tuppence A Bite: Cllr John Shaw confirmed compliance checks in place. Action: Note
8.5 Timberlake Road Subway: Prev Min: 10g. £230k wasted money on the poorly thought out scheme. Noted that work has now ongoing access and signage during works was identified as poor and no route map to inform of closure had been provided. Displeasure was expressed at the failure to inform, the lack of liaison, the choice of a route used for the pedestrian diversion and the lack of lighting which placed people, including the vulnerable, at risk by forcing people into dangerous situations having to cross Timberlake Road. Follow up response from the council requested.
   









Action: Cllr Jo Kelly
8.6 Flaxfield Road: Registered 26/10 BDB/67228 - 4 flats on the old Chapel/M&M Flower Shop site. We can expect further problems of parking and bin storage. 


       Action: IH
8.7 Crown Heights Access Issues (Relocated Brookvale Residents' Doctor's Surgery).
Steps between Crown Heights and rear of Sainsbury’s to CWE have been repaired.

        









         Thanks: Cllr Shaw
8.8  CWE Bridge to town centre / access to Alencon Link: An inspection with the Officers concluded that the bridge must remain open at all times, doubt was expressed for the other routes to remain open, we will ensure they remain open.





Action: CH
8.8 Retrospective Conservation Area Planning applications: An update on the progress of this is outstanding. 









Action: IH
 

9. Post Office Closures: We are powerless to act. Feedback to B&DBC PO SIP that mobile vehicle required









Action: Noted
 

10.  Planning List Monitoring. This is a massive task and is ongoing.

Action: IH/All
 

11. 
New Consultations: Central Government Legislative changes:

      
Sustainable Communities Act and Planning Bill Acts awaiting review


Community involvement , make use of the disability access forum. Gender and disability 
equality  forum to be made better use of




Action: ALL
 

12. Community Involvement Effectiveness:

It is considered that this process has little real effect and is designed to be over complex. Thus local enthusiasm is quickly stifled by bureaucracy. 
Change of use of the BCA Community Hall if taken over by a User Group .

Volunteer role changing, having to take on a benefit forced person.

Open issues – mini database for issue tracking.

Advocate person in the council to help direct queries



Action: Noted 
 
13. AOB: 
13.1 The Brookvale website to be updated with the DSC reports. As prev minutes.
Action: MM/IH
13.2 HCC  disability duties money, how much was collected, where was it spent?
Action: CH
13.3 It was noted that the B&DBC wishes to go unitary in 2011 and that HCC wish to become a Senate date TBA.  Both these events will further reduce Visibility and Accountability:

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/cultural-strategy-consultation.htm
http://www.dailyecho.co.uk/mostpopular.var.2292180.mostviewed.council_leaders_proposal_for_a_hampshire_senate.php
http://www.thisishampshire.net/mostpopular.var.2295533.mostviewed.a_letter_from_cllr_ken_thornber.php
http://www.thisishampshire.net/mostpopular.var.2294260.mostviewed.all_hail_for_the_new_senate.php











Note 
14. DONM: The BCA/DSC will next meet on Tuesday 17th June 2008 (vice 10th)
Distribution:




All present by email.




BCA website




BCA wider group, Ward and County Councillors
Malcolm MacInnes




Ted Blackmore-Squires
Chair to the Subcommittee 



Secretary to the Sub-committee

83, Flaxfield Road




13, Tintagel Close




Basingstoke





Basingstoke

RG21 8SE





RG23 8JE 
01256 364498





01256 324313
Minutes approved by 

Signature…………………………………..
Date……………….





Print name…………………………………
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